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SUNDAY OCT 215T
CH.CH. OPEN B PAIRS.

8B point tournament.
This is an afternoon /
evening event, as it is
Labour Day on the
Monday.

SUNDAY NOV 18TH

CANTY MIXED &
SAME SEX PAIRS

5A point tournament.

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 25T

CANTY CENTRE
CHARITY PAIRS

3A point tournament.
Once again the charity

this year is the very
worthwhile

Charity Hospital.
We can make a
difference to this much
needed hospital.
Last tournament for the

year.

(D SATURDAY NIGHT BRIDGE
OCTORER 13TH
NOVEMBER 10TH
7.30PM




Prez Sez
Prez Sez

It is now drawing close to the end
of the competition year with a
number of the main competitions
finished and. This has raised a
number of queries from those
members trying hard to achieve
grading up to a higher club grade.
This year the club offered an alter-
native playing night to the Inter-
mediate and Senior Reserve grades
and it was agreed that the alterna-
tive night programme would in-
clude grading competitions. The
reason for offering the additional
night was a product of research
carried out last year from which it
was found that, in the past, the
club was grading player out of the
right to play on the only night
available for many to play bridge.
However in trying to meet the
needs of our members we have
created a bit of an issue with the
grading mechanisms. The problems
being that those competing on the
traditional grade night are compet-
ing against a larger number of
players than those competing on
the alternative night. When the
time comes to set the grading lists
this factor will be taken into consid-
eration. The grading process this
year will be based on performance
and not be used as a tool to man-
age table numbers as it was some-
times in the past.

Qur club, representing the Canter-
bury Centre, competed in the inau-
gural National Top Club event held
recently at the National Congress
in Hamilton. The club team was
made up with a Junior, Intermedi-
ate and Open team, (based on Na-
tional Rankings). While we did not
get the result we hoped for I must
thank those who made themseives
available to represent the club for
their efforts in what turned out to
be a tough competition. A special
thanks goes to Kevin Petrie who
had to stand in at the last minute
in the open team due to one of our
members who had committed to
being available for the club decid-
ing to participate in another event.
This last minute reshuffle of the
team may have been a significant
contribution to the final result.

On a brighter note, congratulations
to the winning Canterbury Interme-
diate Interprovincial team of,
Marilyn Copeland, Anne Deaker,
Kathryn Tennant, Robert Elsom,
Daniel Skipper, David Skipper, and
their non-playing Captain Trish
Scott. The Canterbury Center and
our club have a proud history in
this event and it is pleasing to see
it carried on with a number of new
faces.

Good Bridging

Les Frater




MAKING OVER 70% RECENTLY
Suzanne Williams & Jim Sinclair 77.08%
Stephanus Schoeman & Kathy Pearce 72.96%
Catherine Wilkie & Visitor 72.92%
Desmond Taylor & Karen Harris 72.44%
Noel Langdon & Geoffrey Cane 71.52%
Ross Sherwood & Kerri Sherwood 70.46%
TOURNAMENT
WINNERS

SOUTH ISLAND PAIRS
2nd - Tina McVeigh &
Tony Taylor

:Is{_rE Karen Harris & SENIOR JUNIOR TI%AMS
Moss Wylie Les Frater, Jane Skipper,
Lorna Szentivanyi &
CHRISTCHURCH OPEN PAIRS Joyce McMillan

CHCH. V CROCKFORDS
51.63% 48.36%

Dallas Dagg &

Tracey Gundry FROM CONGRESS in
CHCH.INTERMEDIATE PAIRS HAMILTON

Jo Powell & INTERPROVINCIAL

Barbara Pedersen INTERMEDIATE TEAMS
OAMARU PAIRS 1st— Daniel & David Skipper,

Keith Domigan & Robert Elson, Anne Deaker,

Barbara Tappenden Katl_\erine Tennant, &
SHANGHAI FUNDRAISER’ | 2rivn Copeland,

Anne Simpson & NZ PAIRS

7th  Colin Marshall &

Allayne Gra
y , y Tim Schumacher

MARITAL BLISS

On their wedding night a couple arrive at their hotel room and the phone rings. The hus-
band answers and talks with his friend about a bridge hand. The conversation continues for
hours as the friend tells how he went down in six spades. When it finally ends, the
distraught wife is in tears and says, “How can he be so inconsiderate? That was terrible!”
“Your'e right, honey, all he had to do was take a finesse’




WELCOME TO THESE NEW
MEMBERS -

Luisa McNabb -
- Rachel Cath,
~ Neil Lanyon,
Judy Wert
Richard
 Parker,

- Gillian Jones,

- Jane Wardell
- William Lambie,
" Helen Shand

- Dale Idiens,

- Prue Edmond,

- Brett McGirr

“ And coming back-

~ Bernice James,
-+ Chris Dalton,

. Paul Terry,

- Chris Clark,

. Phil Minty

"~ Tony Biddington.

. Dood Tatom, who
) has brought in loads
- of bark for the back garden by the

FROM MEMBERSHIP
Although we lost a lot of new
juniors this year, those that
are staying are very keen.
Table numbers are up by 320
tables for the year to date,
and the extra sections on
Wednesday and Monday
nights are continuing to grow.
Members have a iot of choice
on which night suits them, and
this format will continue for
2008

 SECRETARY/
MANAGERS
REPORT.

‘A huge thanks to

new fence, and has completed the

- garden with a whole lot of new |
~ camellia plants. Some of these have
" already begun to flower. ‘
" The kitchen ceiling had suffered ‘
* badly from two leaks which are now
-+ fixed. However the paint work had

- been left in a bad condition. The i
.- kitchen has now been repainted and |
- is looking spruce again.
. The committee have decided that
.. convenors for 2008, will not be
.| called “Grade Convenors” but Mon-
| day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
| day convenors. This is because
~|there are two grades playing on .
. |most nights and the convenor is re- |
. " sponsible for the whole room.

The convenor can belong to either
of the grades playing that night.
Likewise the partner finders are now
for that night, not just that grade.
All the convenors appreciate mem-
bers helping at the end of the ses-
sion by- pushing your chairs back
under the tables, bringing your pen-
cils pads & boards back, and to
help Thea after supper, pile your
saucers up on the tray, and please
don't try to balance your tray on ‘
another one on the counter. |
Its your club so be part of the team. |
. |




SABROUND THE GRIADES T

C 5

From
MONDAY NIGHT

Notes from the BIF [Bridge is Fun] Night: ©

7 Hearts [bid and made] - vevvvyvy

Opportunity is present every night to score 70%,. But it's something
special and exhilarating to bid the BIG SLAM. On 10 September,
playing south, Ian Domigan © and John Edwards © enjoyed their
moments. Well done!! Hand 19 N/S.

The Intermediate Restricted Pairs event was won by Mark Paget.
The premier event of the Intermediate Pairs this year goes to Mark
Paget and Darryl Dowthwaite, while the Monday Senior Reserve
Pairs goes to Nicky Adams and Julia Thomas.

"Awards Nights” - * *

Two great nights are coming up for the Monday night players by way
of Graduation Night on October 29th, and the BIF - ACOL Awards
Night on 26 November [our version of the Oscars]. Ladles - ear-rings
are compulsory, and for the gentlemen - a tie or bow-tie. And some-
thing special is planned for the Christmas party on 10 December!!
Note: Could you be seated by 7.15p.m please. © Reservations es-
sential.

Pace Setters - Senior Reserve and Intermediate

By the time you read this it will be too late to improve your percent-
ages for grading; so may your skill and a little bit of luck see you
through.

Shark and Cul de sac awards

The chocolate is running out and at the end of the
vear, "the Shark is dead" and there will be "no more
money" to get you out of the cul-de-sac. It was fun!!
And in the wings....??

Penned by 29662




FROM D AROVUND THE GRIADES
TUESDAY NIGHT

I was pleased to get back to Bridge after my ‘bridgeless” holiday

In Raratonga. We had planned a 2 week relaxing holiday, but that
didn't mean I had to do without my bridge. So on arrival in Avarua
township, I made for the Information Centre to find out where the
bridge action was. On my enquiry I was met with a huge laugh, they
had never heard of this game at all.

So I was reduced to scrabble and poker.

Events which have been decided in the last 2 months-

CHAMPIONSHIP PAIRS WINNERS THIS YEAR ARE-
Jane and John Skipper.

BUTLER TROPHY
Jane Skipper &Karen Harris

RESTRICTED PAIRS

Pavla Fenwick
From Sharon Jackson

FROM THE JUNIOR GRADE

Just a few lines to congratulate Noel Langdon and Geoffrey Cane
for winning the Pickering Ladder well done guys.

Grading results will be out soon a nervous wait for some. 3 Junior
pairs are featuring in the “Over 70%" column in this edition. Well
done to these people. August Restricted Pairs was won by Jim Sin-
clair. ( Very few people qualified for this event because you have to
change partners each week.

And finally the Junior Pairs Championship This year goes to Sarah
Garland and Kerrie Mould. They have worked very hard at their
bridge this year, so this is well deserved.

The Wednesday Intermediate Pairs goes to Marianne Nimmo and
Margaret Barrett

The xmas party is not far away @ $10 per head and I am collecting
the money at the present time.

Enjoy your Bridge and i will see you all when we get back from Nor-
folk Island. From Peter O'Dea

(P.S hope Norfolk Island can offer some bridge , not like
Raratonga!)




ABROOND TIE GBADES

FROM

THURSDAY NIGHT

The last night of Senior Reserve
grading is on October 11th. Our
committee have advised that there
will not be huge numbers being
promoted to the Senior grade, only
those of deserving merit.

Coming up on October 18th is the
mixed grade teams event and
this is to mix up both the grades. A
team needs to be made up with a
pair from each grade. Please get
your names up early. Teams are
fun.

Winning the SPRING LADDER-
Allayne Gray & John Irving.

and in the Senior end the
COMMITTEE CUP was won by-
Karen Harris & Desmond Taylor

The OPEN RESTRICTED
HANDICAPPED EVENT was won by-
Lex Franklin

Table numbers have been down a
bit while so many were away at
Congress, but when everyone
comes back, car parks are all
needed. Please do not use the tan-
dem parks by the fence for just one
car. Thanks to all those members
who have made a special effort to
put their chairs back and bring their
boards back at the end of play. It
makes such a difference when we
are tidying the room.

FROM THE DAY SESSIONS
MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

This is still a popular session start-
ing at 1.30pm and finishing at
4.30pm. Table number are around
the 28 mark.

The two main events are well under
way with about 3 days to run in
each.

Leading the SIR JOSEPH WARD tro-
phy event, is Natalie Lofts and
Allan Schroeder

and the ROSE BOWL event is at pre-
sent headed by Thelma Hall.
++++++++++++++++++
FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

A very social day, starting at 10.30
am and finishing at 2pm. Bring your
lunch. Playing one board a table so
you can get right around the room
and say Hi to everyone.,

The Handicap Pairs has just finished
and been won by Pat Joyce and
Ruth Dooley.

There is an open session on Show
Day Friday November 16th, so if
you are a worker, come along on
this public holiday.
++++++++4+++++++++++
BRIDGE QUOTES

Bridge is essentially a social game, but

unfortunately it attracts a
substantial number of antisocial people.

One advantage of bad bidding is that
you get practice at playing

From Peg Butterfield atrocious contracts. Alfred Sheinwold




A REPORT FROM

From
Daniel Skipper

First a bidding challenge, sitting
South with neither side vulnerable
you hold

KQTxx

QJTI9xx

void

KX
East the dealer opens 1D and you
compete with 2D showing both
spades and another suit and
"constructive or better" values.
West bids 3C and partner believ-
ing that there is sufficient
evidence to suspect your other is
hearts bids 3H.
East passes and you raise to
game (this is teams after all). The
West player dives into the tank for
quite some considerable time
before producing 5C which is
passed back to you. Your bid?

Congress started for Dave and me
this year with the Intermediate
Inter-provincials. This is a two day
teams event where six teams play
a double round robin to contest
positions in the final.

Our team started very well
posting a draw and a convincing
win. We continued well and de-
spite a minor loss won five out of
the six matches on the first day
placing us first overall.

CONGRESS

The second day was more
challenging, the opposing teams
had used the overnight break to
regroup and we only managed
two victories in four contests.
Not a disaster and we were
awarded a place in the final.

Our opponents were o be
Otago\Southland and due to our
poor second day performance
they were given a 20 IMP head
start.

The final consisted of two sets of
12 boards and was played on the
Friday night. After the first set
some good bridge and some ag-
gressive bidding had gained us
17 IMPs; a deficit of only 3 re-
mained. The second set was an-
other success and another

16 IMPs were won. The two good
sessions put us 13 IMPs ahead
and winners of the tournament.

Thank you to our NPC Trish
Scott, to our team mates Anne
Deaker, Marylin Copland,
Kathryn Tennant, Robert
Elson and of course my partner
David. It was a pleasure playing
with you all.

Here's a hand from the semi-final
of the pairs. I find that playing
against better players can at
times be easier than playing in a
weaker field and the following is
an example of such. The hand is-




North:
93
T875
JT4
9832
West: East:
K54 T76
K4 AJS3
K853 AQ72
AQ75 14
South:
AQJ82
Q62
96
KT6

North passed as dealer and so I ven-
tured INT, South suggested 2S and
David put a close to proceedings with
3NT. South led the Queen of spades
iand when this held the Jack was con-
tinued and covered with the King on
dummy. There are numerous chances
on this hand but whatever happens
South cannot be allowed to gain the
lead. South is almost certain to hold
the club King but the heart queen
could be in either hand.

[ elected to try and get more informa-
tion by playing off the diamonds.
South had to make the first discard
and let go a small heart. On a club
night this would seem a clear indica-
tion that the missing heart lay with
North. In this case South is Anthony
Ker (who went on to win this event)
and the heart pitch looks deceptive.
On the final round of diamonds North
has a problem, if I hold Jxx of clubs a
club pitch is fatal but if I hold four
hearts then a heart will prove costly.

After some thought North let go a

heart. The play continued King of
hearts, a heart to the Ace dropping

the Queen and the Jack of hearts
dropping the ten. Feeling better about
this hand I cashed the last heart and
took the club finesse to collect 11
tricks, a spade, 4 diamonds, 4 hearts
and 2 clubs.

The pairs was a fun event and we
played much better than last year
(placing two hundred and twenty
something again would have been
tragic). Well done to all the Christ-
church pairs who did well and espe-
cially to Colin & Tim and Michelle & |
Tracey who made the final. Inalla
great time was had and I encourage |
all those who are considering the jour-
ney next year to take the opportunity.

Back to the bidding problem, what did .
you decide was best? I admit my first
instinct was to double; I had bid a
game expecting to make and our op-
ponents had bid over the top surely
this deserves an X. Then I thought
some more and decided that Dave |
was unlikely to have much defense (or
offense for that matter) for his 3H bid
and my Kx of clubs looked like a liabil-
ity. In the end I bid 5H which was |
promptly doubled and went one down
scoring -100 (sigh). Unsure if this was
a good result we waited anxiously for
the scores from the other table. The
bidding at the other table had followed
a much quieter and subdued path and’
our team mates settled in 4C by West. |
A slip on defense left 12 tricks lying .
East/West for a (rather undesirable)
score of +170 gaining us the most |
exciting 2 IMPS I've seen for quite |
some time. Daniel |




Bridge Congress Hamilton September

2007
Jane Doig

It is always impressive to see how well
the Christchurch Bridge Club is repre-
sented at the National Congress and the
enthusiasim and time our members give
to being there. A strong contingent
started competing on Wednesday 19
September and the “insanely addicted
ones’ were still competing on the final
Saturday 29" September. When you
realise that each pair were playing an
average of 70 boards a day that's a lot
of bridge playing & concentrating. |
could report it may have been the cause
of a poor performance from most of us
at the end of the week in the Club
Teams Match and for some maybe so
but there were players from other clubs
who were in same boat. Sadly we
needed to have been better prepared
for this particular teams event which is
an exciting new addition to Congress.
Most of us in the club teams by the time
we started playing, were with new part-
ners or with partners we only had had a
short playing history with. Other clubs
competing had had play offs within their
clubs to chose their best teams and
partnerships were very secure and of a
very high competitive standard. We
were grateful to Tracey Gundry who
became our team captain by default and
she was a wonderful support providing
assistance, advice and at times comfort
when things got tough. But in saying
that, we do want to acknowledge our
Junior Team members. Bridget Ryan,
James Gillanders, Jo Powell and Bar-
bara Pedersen who managed to win &
earn most of the VIP points for the ciub.
By the time Rita and | got o play the
last few hands in the teams event we
were competing against two charming
gentlemen from the Invercargill club and

there had been a lot of good natured
bantering at our table — West opened 1
S....Rita2 D..East P. | passed. West 2
S. Rita with a smile asked East what did
he understand by his partners bid. "It is
now not as strong as the first time”
came the response. At which our
thoughts went into overload and | have
to confess not a lot to do with bridge!
Win or lose, attendance at Congress is
an amazing experience and does
sharpen ones bridge skills and also
leaves you in awe of the top players and
Grand Masters you get to see playing.
In the Swiss Pairs our club was well
represented in the top 20 odd tables
and placings can be checked on the
Bridge Congress results on the website.
We were proud to have two of our mem-
bers mentioned at the Congress dinner,
Robert Elson and Kevin Petrie who
were nominated for the sportsmanship
award. Rita Browne played as a substi-
tute in the Intermediate team’s event
with members of the Napier Club and
helped them win that event so at least
one of our humble bunch came home
with a prize. The Napier club had a very
strong and competitive representation
and in fact were the club who won the
new Club team’s event.

In conclusion | leave you with one hand
that caused a lot of serious discussion
at the bar. Whether it was the double
gin & tonic | had in my hand or the late
hour, the different opinions on what one
would bid with this hand has not yet
come to an end.

East is the dealer. South opened 1S
with 13 HCP... .you are West and hold.
KJxx, void in H, KQx, AKTxxx.

Even if the success at the bridge table is
minimal in Hamilton for some of us, at-
tending Congress is well worth it and a
visit to the extraordinary Botanical Gar-
dens puts the icing on the cake'




Our sponsors 1.S Strang Ltd
continue with their helpful fi-
nancial advice to us.
$S$555$5555%
KiwiSaver was officially launched
1 July 2007. For those of you who
are eligible to join up (all ages up
to 64 and 364 days!) have you
done so yet?
If you are stiil considering KiwiS-
aver and want further information
on which product provider to
choose from, please give Jim
Strang or Barbara Gordon a call
on 377 6168. We would be
pleased to assist you with this im-
portant decision.
We are brokers for a range of
KiwiSaver providers.

FROM HIM INDOORS
The husband (non-bridge-playing,
wishes to remain annonymous as
usual) found the following in a
library book from Fendalton

Library.
"It seems scientific re- N

search has thrown Vg
up the following basic [?
difference between o

the male and female of

the species.

Male bridge addicts like to talk
about interesting bridge deals be-
fore, during and after sex.

Whereas female bridge addicts just

think about bridge deals.”
(More from "HIM” on next page)

STILL WITH OUR
SPONSORS-
One of our members took her
50 year oid gold locket into
Roger Kelso at Westende
Jewellers because the clasp
had broken. She jok-
ingly said
*I am sure it should
still be under guaran-
tee because I did buy it here”
Roger replied- “Yes I am sure it
still qualifies” and fixed it for no
charge. Pays to mention you
are a bridge club member.
+++++++++
Nan Doughty had a brilliant
idea—~ Why not write to DB she
said, and tell them we would
like some new coasters as
these old ones are so tatty.
A letter was duly dispatched
pointing out how DB products
are such a great seller at our
club. A few days later a big van
pulled up, and a man stag-
gered out with a huge carton
which contained —four thou-
sand coasters! Yes that's a
line we are pushing at present
++++++++++

On yet another birthday!

When your partner spits the dummy
And you're told you've much to learn
When your grand-slam’s down the gurgler
And you've opened out of turn
When your hand is too unbalanced
And your head is much the same
Remember you're not sixty yet

And its just a f** game!!




BIDDING DIFFICULT HANDS  (from Jane Skipper)

WEST EAST
S 9 S AKQ?2
H KQ952 H AJS8
D 9764 D AK32
C AQJ C K9

You don't often see 36 points between the two hands, so it's a shame
not to make the best of them.

Several East/ West pairs floundered on this hand when the bidding be-
gan with 2C (game force) from East, then a positive 2H from West.
Now East knows his partner has 6 or 7 points or more....and West
knows his partner has a game-going hand.....but it was hard to be
more specific, and most pairs ended up shooting for 6NT. My partner
and I happened to have a gadget for this one;

West East
2 C
2D 3NT
4 NT 5C
7 NT pass

2C showed a range of hands, mostly strong, and 2 D was a relay bid,
finding out about the other hand. East’s rebid of 3NT showed exactly
24 or 25 points, and once West had counted enough fingers, the total
came to 36! Being a pessimist, I thought that the 4 missing points
could be an ace, but after a quick check 5C showed 0 or 3 aces, and
the Grand Slam was bid.

It doesn’t matter how many years you play the game, it's still a thrill to
bid 7 of anything. There were 13 tricks for the taking, so we scored
2220, the best score you can get for a un-doubled making contract.
















